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thirsty sect of West African aborl
gtnes has existed for the last tw<

decades on the Island of Sherbro In th«
Sierra Leone colony. Dr. Oscar Baucann,
the celebrated explorer of the dark con

tlnent, who next to Dr. Deters has con

trl'onted mors than any other German
African traveller In shedding the light ol
civilization on the still numerous unknown
regions bordering ths Atlantic Ocean, furoiahesthe current Berlin Illustrated weekly
Fuer Alls Welt, with an Interesting descriptionof what are known as ths "HumanLeopards," who abound back of the
Gold Coast.
The explorer asserts that desplts the

efforts of the British Government to suppressthis moat fanatic of religious sects
theso horrid, Satanic atrocities continue
as a curse on the earth. From time to time
news of their liendish murders and cannibalismhas reached European capitals, but
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the bodies of their victims, which they subsequentlydevoured In their cannibalistic
feats appeared so incredible that tbo Europeanpress treated these accounts as untrustworthyexaggerations. The "Iluman

Leopards" were simply regarded as a band
of robbers, murderers and cannibals. That
they are, however, a thoroughly organized
religious sect, who honestly believe that

they can appease the wrath of their gods
Only by demoniacal deeds of the most eccentriccruelty, Is a revelation to geographersand the public. On May 7 came a report
from the American missionaries at Tim-

pany, Sierra Leone, that the white Inhabitantsof the district were wrought up
to such a pitch of vengeance over a series
of outrages, that eleven natives were

burned alive in one day on the charge of
witchcraft..
As to the origin and superstitious beliefs

of this sect, Fuer Alle Welt says: "Some
twenty years ego the village of Talanja
sent Its warriors to overpower and destroy
the army of a neighboring enemy. Op the
way the entire Talama force was surprised
by the warriors of the village Imped and
annihilated to a man. Depi^ved of their
defenders the Talamanlans sent messengers
to a famous sorcerer for counsel as to the
best way In which they could revenge
themselves on the Imperl Inhabitants.
The sorcerer promised his counsel and assistanceon condition that they would all

join a sect which he would fonnd, and of
which they would appoint him as the head
and leader. He Introduced a fetich, the
possession of which was supposed to grant
the most ardent desires of the individual
and the tribe. Only members of the secret
sect would be given possession of this
fetic&.
The fetich consists of the root of Kassava

brush and 13 called BaCTlma. The root is
hollowed out clean and filled with vegetableand sticky matter, the composition
of which Is known only to the sorcerer.
The latter ordered that the possessors of
the god Baffima must pour goat fat over
the fetich In order to Insure the realization
of their fondest "wishes.
As soon as the Imperl natives beard of the

triiro nnTiftiio frn

Join tlie newly founded secret sect, to the
great delight of their enemies, the Tnhrmanlans,for the leaders knew very well
that the sorcerer had a plan of terrible revengein store for them. No sooner had the
sect worked Its way successfully among
the Imperi when it was found that the
Bafflma fetich did not always grant the
yearnings of its possessors. Whenever the
sorcerer was approached by these complaintshe commanded that human fat insteadof goat fat could alone act as propitiationto their fetich. In order to pro-
cure the continued aid of the supernatural
powejr all the member* of the sect were
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been divined rnto three parts.the chiefs 01
kings, the executioners and the lay mem'bers. The chiefs and executioners were,
of course, selected mostly from the Tala.mantans.
The name "Human Leopards," say th«

natives, was suggested to the sorcerer bj
a real leopard, who had endowed the wis<
man with the cunning dexterity and
Ktrene-rh tn v,l. »ii>« .*

That he had plenty of craftiness was evidencedfrom the fact that the presents of
the applicants for admission Into the sect
soon made hlin the richest men among the
natives.
Their murderous atrocities are not practisedon natives only. Unwary travellers

are frequently robbed end killed. Though
their vocation Is first of all murder, they
will not hesitate to steal and rob wheneverthe opportunity presents Itself. The
sect has grown to such large proportions
that they have become a terror to the nativesand settlers, the latter until lately
not knowing that their murders mostly
" mc CA^UUCJI i ui lUCJi I1UU6B.
This Is the way the: sorcerer compelled

the bringing of human sacrifice. On an appointedday the one who desired to be or
remain a member of the secret sect was to
decoy or bring by force If necessary his
dearest relative to a certain lonely spot In
the woods. When arrived there he himself
was to run away and leave the victim to
the mercy of the executioners. These are

the "Ilnman Leopards," tho boldest and
strongest men of the secret organization.
They are dressed from head to foot In the
skin of a leopard, their human features
being barely visible. In each hand they hold
a three-pronged weapon* With fiendish rapacitythe human beasts spring on the
form of their helpless and unarmed victim
and almost tear him limb from limb. Then
they, drag the horribly -mutilated and still
qnlverlng body to the chief for further
disposition. As a rule It la cut Into small
pieces and -divided among the villagers
who are allieannlbals.
It [s possible that the examples of relentlesspunishment which arc being tried

on the natives may In course of time tend
to^ rqpt out. the evil. Many have been
brought to Free Town of late and sentenced-todeath. , ,.m

This sect Is totally different from the
icujmiu-spotiea youtns ci tne umtata triDe
of Southern Africa, i These do not assume
the sins of leopards, nor Is their vocatloh
altogether murderous. They are simply
separated from their families for a year fo
harden them for South African wariorshlp.
During that time the Abakwetas, as they
are called; smear white clay over their
bodies, rubbing it on In spots to give themselves.the appearance of leopards. Lohg
bands of etraw* are wrapped around their
waists and heads, weighing hundreds of
pounds,, and as they are sharp edged they
inflict terrible fcortures during their ecstatic
war dances. Theljr efficiency for the army
is measured by the sang frold with which
they endure the tortures of the dances
during the year of probation.

SUNDAY DYSPEPSIA.

A High Medical Authority Explains Its
v Causes and Char-

The average man of fairly good digestion
will, on reflection, find that ho suffers
habitually from dispepsia, more or less
severe. It Ls a very unpleasant fact that
the "ode day which a worklngman has to
himself should be marred In this way.
There ls one remedy. That la to take

one's meals at the same hours on Sunday
as on other days, and to have them of a
clmllar flhnrftcf»T

Sunday dyspepsia Is a recognized ailment
among physicians. The Medical Record explainsits causes. It points out that In our

progress from barbarism we hare evolved a

people with whom regularity In eating Is
absolutely necessary to good health. As a

result of this artificial existence, the secre-
tion* are poured out and ready for action
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with the monotony of clockwork. If this
custom is neglected, the violator not only
suffers Dually aiscomiort, DUt an actum iuJuryIs done to the digestive apparatus,
which has been so educated that It requires
a definite amount of exercise and positive
promptness In feeding that requirement.
The stomach having poured out Its secretions,as customary, waits only a short time

before allowing them to be absorbed withoutthe accompanying nutrition which goes
to the formation of more secretions. After
a few such experiments, the secretions becomeless in amount and activity, and Indigestionensues.

Dyspeptics are ordered to eat at Inflexibly
regular intervals. Normal stomachs are by
no means many, yet this rule, so' Imperative
to sufferers. Is regularly disregarded by the
well. Once a week the three regular meals
are replaced oy iare rising anu aosunence,
followed by gluttony. The gastric Juices
know nothing of a seventh day of "rest,"
and the result Is discomfort, stupidity and
loss of appetite on Monday.
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FLYING FISH,
Livefy Sport with the Gun;
Dropping the Pinny

Pfyers Off the
Pacific Coast.

Out under the Influence of the glorious
climate of California, ivnere vegetation Is

abnormal and,man and nature seem to live
' under high pressure, even the sportsman

hi<" nJonuiirfl on uniaue lines, and
now the expert shots of the Pacific coast,
having tired of the conventional recreation
of shooting quail and pheasants on the
leas, set sail upon the ocean, and with
their repeating shotguns slaughter the flyingfish.
The favorite field for this novel recreation

Is the water of Santa Catallua Island, off
the coast of Southern California. The

sportsmen prefer the steam and electric
launches that may be obtained at Long
Beach or San Pedro In the chase, for reasonsthat will appear. The so-called flying
flsh of the Pacific does not differ from those
found In the waters of the Mexican Gulf
and the Caribbean, except that like everythingelse In California he Is larger than
his Eastern cousin, and attains a length of
eighteen Inches and a weight of two

pounds.
Alarmed by the boat or steamer, these

glistening creatures of the deep leap out

of the water by a vigorous movement of
the screw-like tall and dash away In headlongflight, skimming over Its water like
birds. To the tourist who witnesses the

fur the fltime, thev are readily
mistaken for birds.
The flying fish does not actually fly. but

it has four wing-like fins which it uses to

support itself in the air. Hurling Itself
otrt of the sea by the aid of its tall, and

using these flng as parachutes or aeroplanes.it goes soaring away, sometimes
covering a distance of an eighth of a

mile.
When the flsb has described the long

parabola and again strikes the water it at
once begins another violent twisting of the
tail and again leaps Into the air. The flns
are not flapped, the only motion being a

tremulous one imparted to them when the
tail is twisted in the water.
As the boat glides along the fish dart

from the water a id go soaring away on

either side, and it is then that the sportsmansitting in flip bow of the launch has
bis opportunity. They rise, to be sure, not
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them are In the air at a time, and a good
shot can bring down a double by 6hootlng
to the right nnd left.
Wherever the flying flsh is to be found

there will appenr the tuna, a fierce creatureknown on the Atlantic seaboard as the
horse mackerel. The flying fish is the
legitimate prey of the tuna, and big
schools of tunas come sweeping in from the
deep, driving the flying fish before them,
chasing tbem into the air six, eight and
ten feet, the tunas themselves giving
marvellous exhibitions of tumbling.
At such times the flying fish are crazed

with terror, and leave the water by scores

and hundreds. Then the sportsman's gun
Is kept cracking merrily.
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Mlf name Is Silns Supgg. and he looks

it. He Is neither pretty nor has he
great wisdom, but he can cut loose

an off-hand sermon that will take the bark
off, and he can handle venomous snakes as
no other man on earth can do It.
He doesn't care what sort of a snake it Is

.copperhead, cottonmouth. moccasin, sand
rattler or side winder.he will pick him
up as if poisonous snakes were as mythical
as unicorns.
He Is a homely old farmer who knows

the trade of silversmith and has got rc1I

His Immunity from death by snake bite,
he says, is the miracle-token of th*. genuinenessof his mission from the Almighty.
When Silas Sugg plunges his bare arm

Into a writhing, wriggling, hissing mass
of rattlesnakes, copperheads, cottoumouths,
moccasins and puffing adders and draws
them out again with a copperhead hangingby his fangs to his thumb, a eottonmouth
with his fangs so deeply fixed In Sugg's
wrist where the veins are largest and blu-
est that, the blood comes, and the brokenoffpoison teeth of a rattler still in Ms
flesh, the ordinary man or woman begins to
believe In miracles and Silas Sugg.
ur course all the smart people will tell

you that the poison glands have been re-
moved from Silas Sugg's reptiles and that
they are harmless therefore as garter
snakes. For doubters of this sort Silas per-
forms some experiments. He disengages
whatever snake happens to be biting him
at the time and lets it bite a cat or dog or
fowl. The snakes that do Sugg no harm In-
variably kill the animals they strike. The
Other afternoon In tv.« »v» i .i«» ...

hortation to the ungodly to come In and be
saved, Silas Sugg snatched a rooster from
a near by fence and held It up before one
of his copperheads. It took Just seventeen
minutes for the poor cock to die.
Silas Sugg Is forty-eight years old. He

has had no education and neither of his
parents co"ld either read or write. He was
a failure as a farmer and has made his livingfor sixteen years as a silversmith. The
religious phase of his character developed
about five years ago, when he evolved a
sort of theology from the Bible, in which
Christianity and snakes seem to bear about
equal parts. According to him Christ's
mission on earth, besides being to save the
lost and restore peace among the sons of
Adam, was to repeal that law which ordainedenmity between mankind and the
snake, whose persuasions brought about the
fall.
ui'BS '3 verjf careiui nuout nis serpents.

They can bite him as much as they will,
but he handles them as carefully as though
they were glass and he was afraid of
breaking them. In the Autumn he turns
them loose among the rocks of Illinois, and
he says they always come back In the
Spring.
In his deal box he carries a rattlesnake,

which appears to be a fine four-foot specimenof Crotalug confluentus; three or four
copperheads of various sizes, which are

readily recognizable as Anclstrodon contortrix;a five-foot cottonmouth, otherwise
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known as the highland moccasin and to
ophiologists as Anclstrodon atrofuscus, and
equally dreaded under either name; several
water moccasins, Ancistrodon pisclvorus,
the bite of every one of which is ordinarily
considered fatal. Ophiologists say that tha
puffing adder, or ill-tempered, bad-mannered
Heterodon platyrliinus, is harmless. Sugg
has one in his box. He says that cats and
chickens die w7hen bitten by the puffing
adder, but the puffing adder doesn't hurt
him.
All of these snakes are allowed to strike

Sugg at every performance he gives. They
are performances, though he permits no
admission fee and refuses to travel with
any circus, side show or dime museum. Ho
really seems to be just a big, awkward,
stupid man with a good rough eloquence
and a sincere belief in his mission to
preach. Of course, be neither drinks nor
smokes and has all the minor virtues that
make up the backwoods church member.
WM. B. MORRIS, Attorney At Law,
June 14. Golconda, HI.

WONDERFUL VENEZUELA.
One Fish That E»ts Human Beings and

Another with Molar
Teeth.
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which we are only just beginning to learn.
Mr. S. A. Thompson, who has just returned
to St. Paul after a voyage of exploration
up the mighty Orinoco, fully confirms this
statement.
"While exploring Imataca Mountain ha

found a mighty cascade. It followed tha
precipitous sides of the mountain, which
rose at an angle of about 85 degress.
Thompson says the cascade looked like a

great sheet of animated white lace with
intricately woven meshes. After standing
spellbound the party advanced to explore
the cascade. They climbed up the side
to a height of COO feet, but still the waterfalltowered an equal distance above them.
Mr. Thompson believes t;he \ ter falls a

distance of 1,100 or 1,200 feet.
The cascade was named the waterfall of

Manoa, after the mythical city of gold for
which Kaleigh and other explorers go vainly
searched.
The party several times came In contact

with the carlb fish, which Is the most ferociousinhabitant of rivers known. Th®
caribs are not over fourteen inches long,
but they travel In schools. Their teeth
are tnree-cornereu. Any living oDjeci
which attracts their attention Is attacked
with fury. Mr. Thompson tells of an

Indian woman who entered the water to
fill a bucket. She was attacked by the fish
and reached shore only to die in fifteen
minutes. Ti e flesh was literally torn from
her body. The fish frequently have been
known to bite ordinary fish hooks In two.
Another fish which the party often camo

acrcss was the morocoto, the flavor of
which Is like Lake Superior whiteflsh, only
more delicate. The morocoto is provided
with molar teeth, and subsists 011 vegetablematter, which It thoroughly masticatesbefore swallowing.
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